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Késcak Yamada’s Japanese songs and his accent theory

—An analysis from the viewpoint of performance——

Ayako SUZUKI

Abstract

During the period when Japan was rapidly adopting Western culture, Koéscak
Yamada (1886~1965), who had studied musical composition in Berlin, thus became a
pioneering composer of Japanese songs in Western musical form. In over 600 songs, he
framed a compositional theory based on the accents of a poem, which favorably
influenced the Japanese song creation system.

For this thesis, 136 of Yamada’s songs were considered. I analyzed how his
characteristic “accent theory” was put into practice in his songs. Additionally, from the
viewpoint of a performer, I researched how we can interpret songs that do not conform
to the theory. Based on the results, I considered the meaning of the theory for Yamada
himself.

Consequently, I divided his songs into four periods: a beginning period (1910), a
skeptical period (1911~16), an advocative period (1917~26), and a mature period (1927
onward). I confirmed that an advocative period shows it’s turning point of his songs;
since then, the majority of his songs, such as “Karatachi no hana” embodies his accent
theory.

However, accent theory was not omnipotent theory: about 30% of his works do not
agree with the theory. Moreover, in these anti-theory parts of the songs tend to convey
“word’s meanings” through musical expression rather than through simply the sound
of the “word” itself. It became clear that Yamada’s songs cannot comprehend with
accent theory alone.

Facing the problem of combining Western sound and Japanese poetry, Yamada
attempted not only to solve the problem through accent theory but also dared to violate
certain restrictions: he attempted to express delicate feelings and provide an
impression of the nuances of the Japanese language, and I affirm that both these are
Yamada’s great achievements. Until now, studies on Yamada’s songs have tended to
explore whether his songs agree with accent theory. In this thesis, however, by
considering various attempts at Japanese expression in his anti-theory songs, I
suggest that I have been able to evaluate Yamada’s achievement more exactly than has

been previously possible.
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