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Sadao Bekku and Ikuma Dan’s Japanese song creation systems:

Relation to Késcak Yamada’s accent theory

Ayako SUZUKI

Abstract

Késcak Yamada (1886-1965), who was a pioneer of Japan’s music world during the
period of the reception of western music, advocated the “accent theory” in his song
composition. According to this theory, the pitch accents of a Japanese poem should
conform to the singing melody. However, today it is still unclear how Japanese
composers after him absorbed his theory.

In this study, I analyzed how accent theory was practically used in the Japanese
songs of Sadao Bekku (1922-2012) and Ikuma Dan (1924-2001), the next generation of
Yamada. Based on the differences and characteristics of their songs, I tried to identify
the changes and the development of creation system of Japanese songs after Yamada.

As a result of my analysis, it became clear that Bekku followed basically the accent
theory and complemented the simplicity of his melody with the expression of piano
accompaniment. On the other hand, Dan’s songs show more anti-theory singing
melodies. Moreover, it became clear that anti-theory parts of both composers’ songs are
rather highlighted parts of musical expression. That means, the accent theory was the
starting point for Bekku and Dan, and they developed and added their original ways for
more effective expression by disobeying it.

This conclusion may give some hints for the performance of their songs: By focusing
on the “anti-theory singing melodies,” they can be newly interpreted with wider

possibility of expression.
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