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Bassoon concertos by the musicians related to Count Morzin:
Comparison of Vivaldi, Reichenauer, Jiranek and Fasch

Yu HOZAKI

Abstract

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) composed bassoon concertos, working as “Maestro di
Musica in Italia” for Count Wenzel von Morzin (1676-1737) in Bohemia from 1719 to
1728. Frantisek Jirdnek (1698-1778) and Anton Reichenauer (1694-1730) who were
originally from Bohemia, as well as Johann Friedrich Fasch (1688-1758) from
Germany also composed bassoon concertos for the court orchestra of Count Morzin
around the 1720s. By comparing the first movements of the eleven bassoon concertos
written by these four composers, this paper aims to reveal the stylistic similarities and
differences among them, focussing on the stylistic aspect of ritornello form and the
featuring figures of the solo part.

Regarding the forms of Vivaldi’s three bassoon concertos, each features the same
ritornello theme appearing at the beginning of the piece and the end of the piece. The
accompaniment for the solo bassoon is played by basso continuo. On the other hand, in
Reichenauer, Jirdnek, and Fasch’s concertos, various new approaches can be recognized.
For instance, ritornello is played differently each time, an introduction is added at the
beginning of the piece, and some parts are not in the style of solo vs. tutti.

Furthermore, in the solo part of bassoon, the two Bohemian composers wrote more
virtuosic works than Vivaldi and Fasch. They employed many long solo sequences of
32nd notes and used intervals that are more than an octave in rapid leaps. Moreover,
there are many instances where both elements are combined.

Reichenauer, Jiranek and Fasch were considered as the followers of Vivaldi in
previous studies. In contrast, this paper reveals that they should be regarded as the
composers seeking their own style and originalities, rather than imitating their Venezian
master’s style.



ROE KPR CE B 78 H 15 (2021)

ENLY 4 MBI ETERFICL D7 7 Iy MR
— Y4 TN T 4, FTAL2FOUT— A T—FR7, 77 v¥adBfE—

friky 16

F—U—F:T7ydy b BRE A~NIT B EAYVAUAE T4 UTAT 4

1.1 XCHIC
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NR= R —=ZOWVWTDFERER/DLZENTEDL LIRS T2, ZOHT, BT HTELY
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