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The characteristics of lead tenor parts in Rossini’s Operas
premiered at 1'Opéra:
A comparative analysis with the Original works which they are adapted

Sumiharu SEKIGUCHI

Abstract

This document serves to clarify the distinction among lead tenor parts of four operas
which were composed by Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868) that premiered at 1'Opéra in
the four years from 1826 to 1829, through comparative analysis with the original
pieces from which three of them were adapted.

Rossini's works premiered at 1'Opéra, with the exception of his last opera, Guillaume
Tell (1829), were based on his previously composed works. Specifically, Le siége de
Corinthe (1826) was derived from Moametto secondo (1820), Moise et Pharaon (1827)
from Mosé in Egitto (1819), and Le comte Ory (1828) from II viaggio a Reims (1825).

Comparing the adaptations to the originals from which they were derived, with a
focus on the musical characteristics of lead tenor parts, reveals similarities in the
elements that were changed. First, the cadenzas and ornamentation that demanded a
high level of technique were modified to a simplified form or simply omitted. In
contrast, in the pieces with a slow tempo, the cadenza and ornamentation were left
unchanged. Furthermore, the vocal range was increased to include such high notes as
C5, C#5, and D5. These stylistic changes (i.e., singing in a simplified style and use of a
very high range) are quite evident in Guillaume Tell, which was newly composed and
not based on any prior work.

Consequently, this study reveals that the lead tenor parts in several works composed
by Rossini for 1'Opéra have musical characteristics that distinguish them from any of

his previous operas.
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