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Basic playing techniques of the Bonang in Surakarta-Style
Gamelan Music in Central Java, Indonesia
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We at Tokyo College of Music offer Surakarta (Solo) style Gamelan classes and open courses.
Surakarta is a city located in the Central Java, Indonesia. Central Javanese Gamelan is a unique
ensemble, in which each instrument interacts with each other. The musical instrument Bonang (Bonang
Barung and Bonang Panerus) is played from the basic level, and its playing techniques are relatively
complex. I have summarized the basic playing techniques for the Bonang in general for people
who learn Gamelan at our College. I have also included a report on the ‘Situation surrounding and
examination of the Bonang in Solo’, which provides interesting topics obtained through investigation

and interviews, and examination of them in the latter part of the essay.
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