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Musics of Indian Communities in Okinawa Island
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Much has not been studied about Indian community living in Okinawa and its music. In Okinawa
City, they established a "Hindu temple" in 1985, which is religiously syncretic and functions as the
center for community living. Hindu gods/goddeses are placed on the main altar, while the holy
scripture of Sikhism is placed on the main platform.

Every Monday, members gather at the temple to sing bhajan songs to praise Hindu gods/
goddesses and the songs related to Sikhism. The songs have monophonic and antiphonal structure,
sung as a chain of tunes. A typical bhajan gathering takes around one hour. Male participants usually
play percussion instruments, including dholak, a folk drum, chimtd, musical tongs, manjird, a pair of

cymbals, and others. (RZEFHAD, B0
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