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We at Tokyo College of Music offer Surakarta (commonly called Solo) style Gamelan
(hereinafter referred to as "Javanese Gamelan") classes, lectures, private and open courses,
and are most active in the nation when it comes to Gamelan. As Javanese Gamelan is an
ensemble which has a number of characteristics differ from Western Music, its learning
process is also quite different from conventional methods and process adopted in Western
Music. In this essay, I examine yet again the musical characteristics and essence of
Javanese Gamelan by explaining learning practices at the basic level in detail and based
on interviews conducted in Java. For comparison, I have briefly touched upon how people
learn the basics for piano and Noh. In addition, I have also described the process of
learning to play Javanese Gamelan beyond the basic level.
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