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The term world music, meaning a total of musics across the globe, has still been 
unfamiliar in our societies. This article explores the history of this term and related 
concepts as well as of ethnomusicology in North America and Japan, referring to its 
introduction to Japan and the multicultural perspective in music education in America. 
Through the academic experiences of the concepts of toyo ongaku (oriental music) and 
ethnomusicology (or ethnic music) in Japan, our perspective in musics has shifted to the 
world music since the late ’80s or early ’90s. In this age of globalization, The world music 
concept is essential in looking at and understanding musics for every researcher and 
musician having contemporary relationships to musics.


