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Tendencies in Invited Performances of Indonesian Performing Arts
during Postwar Japan:
An Analysis of the Host Organizations

Kumi MASUDA
Abstract

Currently, there are almost no invited performances of Indonesian performing arts in Japan.
However, during the mid-1970s, the trend toward “mutual exchange,” which aims at reciprocal
understanding between both countries, arose. While Japan was groping for a reconstruction of its
own culture and an improvement in its diplomatic relations after World War 11, cultural exchange
through the introduction of Indonesian performing arts began, and it gradually gained momentum
during the 1980s and ’90s. Initially, the Japanese government took the initiative in this cultural
exchange, as with the Asian Folk Performing Festival sponsored by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.
After that, Indonesian dance groups and gamelan orchestras were invited almost every year.

This study attempts to situate in its historical context the performances of Indonesian performing
arts in postwar Japan, which seem to have originated as an external cultural project, by analyzing
the host organizations, purposes, targets (audiences), and programs. First, this paper focuses on the
host organizations for the concerts by performing arts groups invited from Indonesia between 1960
and 2010, then scrutinizes the information obtained from the programs and leaflets of each
performance. In addition, I arrange these data in chronological order and apply trend analyses to
them.

From the analysis of the 78 performances and their host organizations that I investigated, I found
two remarkable tendencies. First, around the 1980s, their main organizers shifted from
administrative organizations to private sponsors. Second, international exchange, which depended
on the relationship between the countries, was gradually replaced with connections between
individuals or private organizations and Indonesia. Additionally, I demonstrate that the societal
background, such as the 1980s world music boom and the economic bubble, influenced these

tendencies.
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