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The Position and Effect of the Recitativo Accompagnato
in Mozart's "Idomeneo"

Reiko NAKAGAWA

Abstract

This thesis focuses on "Idomeneo" K366 (1781) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-
1791) and six other Italian operas before "Idomeneo," as well as works by composers of
the same ege or earlier, such as Alessandro Scarlatti (1660-1725), Niccolo Jommelli
(1714-1774), Niccolo Vito Piccinni (1728-1800), Giovanni Paisiello (1740-1816), and
Domenico Cimarosa (1749-1801). The purpose of this study is to clarify the position of
the recitativo accompagnato in "Idomeneo" and its dramatic effect.

In Chapter 1, author analyzes Mozart's works by establishing two major axes for "the
relationship between the Accompagnato and other elements" and "the nature of the
Accompagnato itself." For "the relationship between the Accompagnato and other
elements (secco and music)," author prepared a detailed list of items including the
connections among various elements, and compared "Idomeneo" with his six other
works. The results showed that Accompagnato, which has connections with other
elements, appears in "[domeneo," and that the music depicts expressions that are closely
related to the scenes and the characters.

In Chapter 2, author compare the frequency of use of the Accompagnato, its connection
with other elements, and its effect on composers contemporary to Mozart or of an earlier
era, based on the analysis method used in Chapter 1, to show that Mozart's composition
in "I[domeneo" introduced a novel method among the works of the time.

From the above, it can be concluded that in using the Accompagnato in "Idomeneo,"
Mozart fused drama and music to create a richer drama.
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