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SUMMARY by Motegi Kiyoko
THE RELATIONSHIP OF BREATHING TECHNIQUES AND
MELODIC STRUCTURES IN GIDAYU BUSHI

The usage and position of breath control, as practiced in chant

music (e. g., shomyo, Noh, Gidayt bushi), is essential for understan-

ding the musical structure of traditional Japanese music. By solely
studying the melodic and rhythmic structures, one cannot analyze
the complete musical form of this music. Because the names of the
melodic or rhythmic patterns used in chant music have no absolute
meaning, it is virtually impossible to understand the fundamental
musical structure by only studying these patterns without considering
the influence of the physiological elements of performance.

This article discusses Gidayii bushi, the music of the puppet theater.

The research material used for this study draws upon the literature
of the Japanese theater genres of Noh and Gidayt bushi spanning

from the 15th- to the 19th-centuries, and geidan or treatises on

performance techniques written by the artists.

The breathing technique used by the narrator of the puppet theater
affects the function of the characters, the variations in tempo, the
ascent and descent of the melodic lines, and the combination of the
musical patterns. It is from this vantage point that one can clearly
analyze the physiological and musical structures as one, complete

form.
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